
Major Fruit Counties and Districts

The 2001 Fruit Acreage Survey was conducted statewide.  The survey results are presented for the state total, the
three major fruit districts, and all other areas.  The total fruit acreage represented in the three major districts is 94
percent of the state total acreage. The three major districts are: Wenatchee District which includes Chelan, Douglas,
and Okanogan Counties; Yakima Valley District which includes Benton, Kittitas, and Yakima Counties; and
Columbia Basin District which includes Adams, Franklin, and Grant Counties. 

Estimates for the January 1, 1993 survey were published for the same districts and are comparable.  These three
districts accounted for 95 percent of the State total tree fruit acreage.  Grapes and tart cherries were included in the
1993 survey but were excluded for 2001.  Wine grapes were surveyed in 1999 and the report is on our homepage
at www.nass.usda.gov/wa.

Data presented for 1986 were by county and included all of the counties in major districts plus Klickitat, Spokane,
and Walla Walla Counties.  The total coverage of the 1986 survey was 99 percent of the state’s total tree fruit
acreage.  These three counties are still major producers of fruit for the other area data in this publication.  Production
estimates made at the end of the season and presented in the Washington Agricultural Statistics (Annual Bulletin)
are made for each of the seven Fruit Reporting Districts, but acreage estimates are not made for the seven districts.

This map shows the Fruit Reporting Districts for the state.  There are seven in all; West, 
Mid-Columbia, Wenatchee, Yakima Valley, Columbia Basin, Northeast, and Southeast.
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Usual Bloom and Harvest Dates, Washington
Area

Usual Dates 
of Full Bloom

Usual Harvesting Dates

Begin  Most Active Ends

Lower Yakima Valley 1/
   Apples April 25 August 15 September 10-October 25 November 10
   Apricots March 28 July 5 July 5-July 10 July 20
   Sweet Cherries April 15 June 15 June 25-June 30 July 20
   Peaches April 12 July 15 August 20-September 5 September 25
   Pears, Bartlett April 20 August 10 August 15-August 25 August 30
   Pears, Other April 20 September 5 September 20-October 5 October 20
   Plums/Prunes April 20 August 20 August 20-August 25 October 1
Upper Yakima Valley 2/
   Apples April 30 September 1 September 15-October 25 November 1
   Apricots April 5 July 20 July 20-July 25 August 1
   Sweet Cherries April 20 June 25 July 1-July 5 July 30
   Pears, Bartlett April 25 August 15 August 25-September 10 September 25
   Pears, Other April 25 September 10 October 10-October 20 October 30
Prosser-Kennewick
   Apricots March 20 June 25 July 5-July 10 July 15
   Sweet Cherries April 10 June 10 June 15-June 20 June 20
   Peaches April 10 July 10 August 10-August 20 August 25
   Plums/Prunes April 15 August 15 August 25-September 5 September 15
Wenatchee River Zone 3/
   Apples April 28 August 10 August 25-October 20 November 10
   Apricots April 5 July 1 July 4-July 20 July 20
   Sweet Cherries April 15 June 2 June 24-July 4 July 10
   Peaches April 15 July 20 August 10-September 10 September 15
   Pears, Bartlett April 17 August 10 August 1-August 20 August 25
   Pears, Other April 17 September 5 September 1-September 20 September 25
Wenatchee Intermediate Zone 4/
   Apples May 5 October 1 October 1-October 10 November 1
   Sweet Cherries April 25 July 1 July 5-July 20 August 1
   Pears, Bartlett April 25 August 15 August 20-August 30 September 5
   Pears, Other April 25 September 10 September 10-October 1 October 10
Wenatchee Upper Zone 5/
   Apples May 10 October 5 October 5-October 10 November 5
   Pears, Bartlett May 5 August 21 September 1-September 5 September 10
   Pears, Other May 5 September 20 September 20-October 5 October 10
Columbia Basin
   Apples April 20 August 10 August 25-October 15 October 30
   Apricots April 1 July 1 July 10-July 25 July 30
   Sweet Cherries April 10 June 5 June 10-June 15 July 25
   Peaches April 10 July 5 July 5-July 30 August 5
   Pears, Bartlett April 15 August 10 August 15-August 30 September 10
   Pears, Other April 20 August 25 September 1-September 20 September 30
   Plums/Prunes  April 10 August 5 August 10-August 20 August 25

1/ Lower Yakima Valley is from Prosser to Union Gap below the City of Yakima.   
2/ Upper Yakima Valley is the area around the City of Yakima and extending northwest along the Naches River.
3/ Wenatchee River Zone is the river bottom lands extending from Wenatchee to the Canadian Border.
4/ Wenatchee Intermediate Zone is locations above river bottom lands, such as Cashmere, Entiat, Lake Chelan, Manson, Omak, and Okanogan.
5/ Wenatchee Upper Zone is locations which approach the 2,000 foot elevation mark, such as Peshastin, Leavenworth, Ardenvoir, and Methow Valley.
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Acknowledgement

Information presented in this publication is the result of the Fruit Acreage Survey conducted during the spring of
2001 and relate to acreage and tree inventories January 1, 2001.  This survey is comparable to the previous survey
conducted  for January 1, 1993 in many aspects and comparisons may be made to indicate trends.  The cooperation
of fruit growers indicates strong interest and support for the information to plan the future of the fruit industry in
Washington.

Support for this survey was very strong.  The Area Fruit Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service helped
develop the specification and actively participated in sharing their knowledge during the survey.  These individuals
are Karen Lewis, Othello; Dana Faubion, Yakima; Tim Smith, Wenatchee, and Jack Watson, Prosser.  In addition,
Jack Pheasant of Willow Drive Nursery and Tom Schotzko of WSU solicited funding for the survey from the
following companies: Dole NW, Cerexagri Inc., Huhtamaki Packaging Worldwide (formerly The Chinet Company),
Key Bank,  NCW Fieldmen’s Association,  US Bank, Washington Apple Commission, WGCH (Washington
Growers ClearingHouse), and Willamette Industries, all of Wenatchee; Aventis Crop Science, of E. Wenatchee;
Bayer Chemical, of Cashmere; Clark Jennings & Associates, Inc.,  Washington State Fruit Commission,  Yakima
Pom Club, and Yakima Valley Growers Shippers, all of Yakima; Dow AgroSciences, of Bainbridge Island; Farm
Credit Services, of Spokane; Home Security Bank, of Sunnyside; MET Life Ag Services, of Kennewick; Tree Top,
Inc., of Selah; Farmland Managment Service - Hancock Ag Investments, of Turlock, California; Pear Bureau NW,
of Milwaukie, Oregon; and Valent USA, of Fresno, California. 

Special thanks are due to the staff, Brenna Gray, for the development of the survey and data collection, Joe Ross,
Jim Johnson, and Steve Hoel for interpreting the survey indications and setting the estimates, and Rita Walker for
preparing the data for publication.  Quentin Hart of the NASS Wyoming office and Ray Adam of the Colorado Field
Service Section assisted with the data processing.  Jerry McCall provided overall guidance and monitored the survey
from start to finish.  Their extra efforts in addition to their regular assignments are appreciated.  

Sincerely,

Douglas A. Hasslen
State Statistician
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